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Larry W. Douglas, B.A., LL.B.

Barrister and Solicitor

Notary Public
Telephone: (705) 746-9471(2) 22 Miller Street
Facsimile: (705) 746-9606 Parry Sound, Ontario
: P24 188
August 5, 2005

VIA FACSIMILE 416-314-8452

Catherine McLennon, Project QOfficer
Environmental Assessment & Approvals Branch
Ministry of the Environment

2 8t, Clair Avenue Wesi, Floor 124

Toronto, Ontario

MaV ILS

Dear Ms. McLenmon:

Re:  McDougall Landfill Site — Environmenial Assessment

1 have received a copy of the notice in the local newspaper indicating that the environmental
assessment is being presented (o your Minisiry for consideration. Iwished to write lo raise my
concerns as lo the expansion of the McDougall Landfill Site and to raise objection 1o it.

My objections are on a personal level and also on a public level in terms of the larger community of
the Parry Sound area. My wife and 1 own property on the Seguin River close lo its entry into Mill Lake
and have the potential of being impacied by any materials leaching into the river systems which are
adjacent to the existing landfill site. We have a residence located on this property with a drilled well
and two vacant lots for potential for our sons. My wife also owns a potential twelve-lot subdivision in
the Municipality of McDougall which would have access by way of public beach areas to the Seguin
River. We are also members of the Mill Lake Cottage Association which is approximately 50 plus
cottages locared on Mill Lake and the Seguin River, with the majority of them drawing drinking water
Jrom this river system with filiration sysiems 1o remove organic contaminants. I do have concerns that
the expansion, which in effect doubles the capacity size of the MeDougall Landyfill, has all of the
potential to impact the quality of life at our properties because of risk to the water supply.

In a larger view, I have a concern regarding the location of the McDougall Landfill Site and its
potential on the drinking water sysiem of the Town of Parry Sound. When you examine the
environmental report, it places the immediate area of the landfill site under close examination and
gives the impression that this is o remote, rather less populated area and that the impacts would be
rather minimal. It is obvious with a land fill on an elevated area that gravity takey all fluids to a
natural water course which will be the Oxley Swamp, Cramadog Lake, all of which have connections
with the Seguin River. The Seguin River then flows into the larger water body of Mill Lake and then
passes through the centre of Parry Sound. The water intake for the Town of Parry Sound comes from
Georgian Bay approximately one kilometre from the mowth of the Seguin River. Any contamination



issucs that find their way into the Seguin River have all of the potential of entering into the drinking
water supply of Parry Sound.

] believe there should be some comment made as (o the history of the McDougall Landfill Site as I have
been involved ay a cottage owner since the mid 1980's. I understood that there was no scientific
reason for locating this private waste disposal site in its present location other than it was owned by a
privale waste company. It appears that licences to operale were issued by the Ministry of the
Environment and that problems were arising in 1989 and the Ministry had a difficuty that it had to
solve. Part of these problems involved the fact that this site was unsecured, and there were no records
of what was dumped into it. The solution lo remediate the site from the Minisiry of the Environment
was (o force it upon the Township of McDougall and then have it take the responsibility for correction.

This chain of events was opposed by many of the Township residents who were impacted by the landfill
site and the Reeve and Council al the time commilted at public meetings that the only reason they
would take over this landfill site was to remediate it and close it. Those commitments are
acknowledged by two of the Council members on the present Council of the Municipality of
McDougall. I had also expressed the view 1o the municipality that the Ministry had no legal authority
to order them 1o iake over this sile uas the problem was created by that Ministry and they were simply
passing the buck to the Township to assume those obligations.

To its credit, the municipality has taken efforts to have the site cleaned up and most of the residents
were of the view that the site was going to be closed. The present Mayor and Council, save and excep!,
1 believe, one Councillor, have now undertaken a change of course to essentially double the capacity of
the landfill site. There is some reference in the report that the existing capacity will end at the
expiration of 2005. 1 do take issue with that rather serious tone because I would suspect that there
would be several years of life left in the McDougall Landfill Site if it was restricted solely to garbage
generated by the residents of the Municipality of McDougall. 1 believe that the only reason that 2005
becomes a serious concern is because the municipality wishes lo lake in garbage from surrounding
municipalities and of course generale revenues from tipping fees.

{ am now concerned that this issue really hoils down to a balance of priorities of economics and the
evaluation of risk to the environment. It appears obvious that the municipality wishes a 25-year life
expectancy to a landfill site because it will generate great potential for revenue to offSet against
municipal expenses and thereby reduce taxes or at least keep it on an even line. If my assumption is
correct that the Municipality of McDougall has sufficient capacity for its own residents for a number
of years, then the only motive for expansion would be to accommodate other municipalities and
generate revenue. On the other side of the balance is the polential risk that this site would then
present a health risk to those in the immediate area which I believe includes everyone downstream
including the residents of the Town of Parry Sound. Since the difficulties of Walkerton, most citizens
of this Province believe that we do not 1olerate risk issues with drinking water. As a resident of the
municipality I would be quite prepared to pay higher taxes but know that my drinking water and the
enjoyment of our recreational area was safe and free of contaminanis.

In the search for an aliernate landfill site, the report refers to the concept that waste disposal solutions
should be dealt with locally provided that all of the host communities will agree-with it. That
construction I think may create some fault in the environmental protection program. The report
indicates that our area in the Cambrian Shield is literally dotied with lakes, rivers, swamps and
streams. All of these are water bodies that the Province commiis to provide and preserve clean water.
1 raise the question that in such areas the concepr of local waste landfill sites may be completely



e

Crwaite Hkra AW WY AlLA L VY 14U DOUU LA N UUUILLNYD ., T W VE, W

inconsistent with the policies of clean drinking water. This doces leave the issue of export of landfill
materials to other areas that are appropriate without endangering drinking water supplies. The report
indicates that this could substantially increase by 55% the expenses for waste removal, bul on the
other hand, any breach of leachate that contaminates the water system as in the Walkerton issue,
would many times increase the cost factor that the Province would be having to deal with.

1 note from the report that it tends to focus itself primarily on this site and the impact to neighbours. It
is obvious from the need 1o zone certain adjacent properties into a holding zone, that it demonstrates
the existing technology of containment of leachate is not working with 100% effectiveness. If it was,
then there would be no need to hold development on adjacent properties, which abut directly on the
banks of the Seguin River.

The position of containmen! now seems to be dilches to control surface water and leachate wells to
gather up any material that comes out of the containment cell by way of liguid. I assume in the past
that this leachate migrated across the McDovgall Road and then contaminated the Oxley Swamp
which ultimately has connection with Cramadog Lake and the Seguin River. I have personally seen
red maieriul flowing through this swamp area and into the Seguin River itself The leachate wells
seem to be a solution whereby the material is then placed in a tanker truck and 1 believe driven to the
sewage treatment plant in Parry Sound. My concern at this point is that leachate is now not
proceeding along the water course of the Seguin River, but is being transporied directly into Parry
Sound. I am not a chemist, but I would imagine that leachaie is a solution of chemicals. I believe that
the Town of Parry Sound has a treatment facility to treat organic waste material. I have a concern as
to whether leachate dumped inlo that treatment plani receives anything that can effectively deal with it.
It is probable that simply chlorine is added to the chemical cocktail and it is ultimately discharged inio
Georgian Bay. The ouiflow of the Parry Sound sewage treaiment plant is approximately one
kilometre away from the mouth of the Seguin River but in ihe opposite direction to the water treatment
plant. The entire bay where the Seguin River enters into Georgian Bay is somewhat contained by
islands and the possibilities exist for those waters to be drawn into the water treatment plant. 1 have
been advised that waler testing has been done through the Seguin River and in Mill Lake and the
results seem to be satisfactory. In view of the fact that leachate is being transported into the treatment
plant in Parry Sound, I am wondering if anyone has conducted any water studies as to any change in
effect since that policy has been commenced as to water qualily where the treated leachate is returned
to Georgian Bay.

The chief concern 1 have in this expansion proposal for the landfill site is what will il do to the quality
of our water supplies? Iwas somewhat involved in the proposals for the City of Toronto megadump a
number of years ago. In fact, one of the proposed dump sites for Toronto was being proposed across
the rural road from my wife's parents' farm. Upon examination of the criteria for selection for dump
sites, it became obvious that this site was well within the headwaters of a conservation authority
designated by the South Simcoe Conservation Authority. That waterway was to Bogartown Creek
which emptied into the Holland River which passed through the Holland Marsh and into Lake Simcoe.

When that criteria was raised as to the proximity of a water body thal site was no longer given
consideration. 1now question why any landfill site would be given consideration when it essentially
sits on the banks of a walerway servicing the major community in the Parry Sound area. Any escaping
leachate from this site is going (o end up invariably into those warer systems. It would seem to me that
the McDougall Landfill Site keeps being chosen as the ideal solution, but I am suggesiing that it is
simply the path of least resistance 10 be able to provide a local landfill site. It is probably far easier to
argue that this site can continue although it has a faully origin as opposed to trying (o develop a new
site. )



The eniire economy of Parry Sound draws its origing from tourism, cottagers and service of this
particular industry. The common denominator for this indusiry to exist is the recreation from the
rivers, lakes and Georgian Bay. If anything jeopardizes the water qualily of those areas, then it has
drastic repercussions to the local economy and health issues.

I would submit that the proper course of action to deal with landfill materials in this area would be for
the municipalily 10 restrict the McDougall Landfill Site to its residents only and thereby carry it on for
additional years of containment. This would follow the original commitment of the Township in 1989
to remediate the site and have it closed For other municipalities that do not wish to have landfills in
their particular areas, they should consider the issue of export, bearing in mind the close proximity of
all waterways. In the long run, the Municipality of McDougall will have to consider the same Issues.

I'wish to be informed as to the decision of your Ministry and as to what steps would then be further

underiaken.
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July 11, 2005
Catherine McLennon
Environmental Assessment & Approvals Branch
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5

Dear Catherine McLennon,

If McDougall Township were looking to build a new
landfill site, would the existing one pass the criteria for a
present day site?

In the time when the existing site was built, it was
considered to be a good thing to be in a sandy, porous area.
Taking into account all the disasters that have happened
with this situation, nowadays, a sandy area such as the
McDougall site isn’t considered to be advisable at all.

If necessaky. we could sample the water for heavy
metals etc above the site and below the site.

I do not think it is in accordance with environmental
standards to expand and continue to make available to other
communities an already questionable site.

=

J. CovingTon



T T e William Cross

12 Rambert Cres
Toronto, Ont
M6S 1E6
416-766-6577

billcross@sympatico.ca
bluehat001@sympatico.ca

June 15, 2005

Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch,
Ministry of the Environment,
2 St. Clair Ave W, Floor 12A

. Toronto ON

M4V 1L5 , -
Dear Catharine McLennon, project officer:

It has come to my attention that McDougall Township is expanding
the McDougall Township Land Fill Site, which is located a few
kilometers east of the Town of Parry Sound along the Seguin River.

| also understand that the Provincial Government will be making its
decision regarding the dump expansion proposal on August 8/05.

My concerns, and the concerns of a growing group of citizens, are
listed below:

A) Several decades ago toxic effluence leaked through the
containment liner at this site and created an ecological
disaster to the Seguin River, Mountain Basin Lake, Mill
Lake, and surrounding area.

B) Rather than close the site and find a location that is away
from a major water supply, the proposal is now to expand
the dump at the present location, knowing full well that any
problem will again contaminate a vital water system for a
heavily populated area.



C) There appears to be no contingency plan in place ifiwhen a
leak occurs again. The first sign of a problem will be noticed
after the water supply has already been contaminated.

D) The proposal to expand is not simply for local garbage
needs, but appears to be an attempt to handle garbage

from other districts, much in the same way that Michigan
handles Toronto’s garbage.

E) Local governments do not appear to be putting much
emphasis in communicating the facts about the proposal.
Nor do they appear interested in informing the local
population about the risks involved.

| would greatly appreciate you keeping me informed as to the status
of this proposal and your views on the subject.

Sincerely,
A
v

William Cross



July 20, 2005

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT REQUIRE A REBUTTAL
RE MCDOUGALL TOWNSHIP LANDFILL SITE EXPANSION
PROPOSAL - REFERENCES ARE TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT (EA) OF MUNICIPALITY OF MCDOUGALL
PROPOSED LANDFILL EXPANSION

Questions:

1) There was nothing in this EA to suggest that any ground or surface
water tests have been done for the standard 4 groups of toxic
chemicals (heavy metals, pesticides, PCB’s, VOC’s). Would this not
be a sound strategy to find out how successful the present dump is at
containing the leachate?

2) According to this EA, lands within one kilometer of the Site will be
impacted. (Vol 1, p. 104, 7.7) According to this EA, there are
numerous, rivers, creeks, lakes and wetlands within 500 meters of the
Site.(Vol 1, p. 102). The likelihood of contamination of the
surrounding water systems appears significantly higher than LOW.

3) The Assessment also mentions that “the potential for surface water
contamination increases with the number of watersheds which receive
water flow from a site.” (Vol 1, Table 8.1) Numerous watersheds
appear to make the present Site inappropriate as a landfill site, and
sheds much concern on expansion.

4) The Site sits atop a deposit of silt to medium sand w/gravel, and the
site is 50 meters above the surrounding surface water level. (Vol 1, p.

102, 7.3) The proposal is to expand to the east and vertically,
increasing the height of the Site. The type of material naturally found
at the Site (silt, medium sand, gravel), is such as to allow an almost
free flow of water into the surrounding water shed. Any unexpected
leaks will quickly enter a number of water shed systems and quickly
contaminate them, as has already happened in 1989.

5) According to this EA, Thermal Technologies is an increased risk to
the environment, producing “concentrations of chemicals exceeding



the limits”. Apparently there are no concerns that these same
chemicals get in the ground or surface water because it is a non-
hazardous solid waste site. Where would these chemicals come from
- that would be spewed into the air?

6) The transfer station at Hoddy Side Road is for bagged household
garbage. I have never had the attendant check to see if what I am ~
putting in the bags is appropriate. That means that toxic chemicals
could easily be placed into the McLS by irresponsible citizenry.

7) According to this EA, “The Landfill is ...a local surface watershed
divide, and surface water runoff would potentially drain in all
directions off the Site.” “...there are several small lakes, creeks, and
wetlands within 500 meters of the Site...Seguin River, Agnes Lake, a
wetland downstream of Agnes Lake, Cramadog lake...and (Oxley)
Wetland...all waters in the area drain into this (Seguin)
river...valuable fisheries exist in the Seguin River and Cramadog
Lake.” (Vol 1, p.102, 7.3)

8) Many of the lakes host cottages and resorts and are a major tourism
attraction in the Study Area. (Vol 1, pg 22)

9) What is being done to fulfill the advice from this EA that “valuable
fisheries” and “wetlands” be considered if expansion occurs.

10) The impact ratings put forth by this EA are HIGH, MEDIUM,
LOW, NIL. The rating of NIL is never used. That means that in all
categories there will be a certain impact on the environment.

EA study compiled by Biological Resources Solutions, Inc.

EA Ratings:

LOW - little impact on the component of the environment being
considered.

NIL - no impact on the component of the environment being
considered.

Submission by Bill Cross,



mailing address: 12 Rambert Cres,
Toronto, Ont
M6S 1E6
phone: 416-766-6577 (Toronto)
705-774-9413 (Parry Sound)

Email: billcross@sympatico.ca




August 3, 2005

(Supplement to letter of July 20, 2005)
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT REQUIRE A REBUTTAL
RE MCDOUGALL TOWNSHIP LANDFILL SITE EXPANSION

I have reviewed the regional Cancer Death Rates for Ontario in 2000. The
source is Stats Canada. The first chart is from figures compiled by the
Muskoka-Nipissing and Parry Sound District Health Council and the rate is:

202.7 per 100,000 people

This rate is the highest of any region in Ontario, of which there are
16. The average cancer rate in Ontario from this study is 180.5

Toronto, by comparison, is 167.5

The second chart is from figures compiled by the Muskoka-Parry Sound
Health Unit and the rate is:

193.7 per 100,000 people

This rate is 10™ highest out of 37 regions. The average rate in Ontario
from this study is 180.5

Toronto, by comparison, is 167.5

Comments:

It must be pointed out that the McDougall Landfill Site is presently upstream
from the drinking water for the Town of Parry Sound. Before expansion is



considered for approval, it would be prudent to try to determine why the
cancer rates in this target region are higher than the normal Ontario averages
(#1 out of 16 [DHC] and #10 out of 37 [PHU] ).

Bear in mind that the Site, according to the ENVIRONMENTAL -
ASSESSMENT of the MCDOUGALL TOWNSHIP LANDFILL SITE
EXPANSION PROPOSAL, is within 500 meters of watershed systems that
supply water to the Town of Parry Sound (EA, Vol 1, p.102, 7.3) and the
same Assessment admits that leachate could travel up to 1 kilometer in all
directions from the Site (EA, Vol 1, p. 104, 7.7).

It would also be prudent to determine why the cancer rate in the target
region is higher than Toronto rates, when historically Toronto’s air and
water have much higher levels of toxic contamination (common to all larger
centres) than in more rural districts.

It has been argued that Parry Sound has a significant aboriginal population
and this has created abnormally high readings. This however is incorrect.
Except for a few examples, the cancer rate in aboriginal communities across
Ontario and Canada is consistently lower than among white populations.
That means that if the aboriginal figures were not included, the cancer rate in
the target region among non-aboriginal peoples is more disturbing than the
figures now show. In any case, the present figures should be a cause for
concemn.

It should be determined without a shadow of a doubt that

a) the present McDougall Landfill Site is in no way responsible for the
higher cancer rate in the region. This would require that a reason for
the high rate be determined;

b) It should be absolutely confirmed and guaranteed that any Site
expansion will have no impact whatsoever on the already high cancer
rate in the region;

¢) It should be guaranteed that no leak is possible from the Site in the
future. Because of its proximity to water systems, any leak could have
a catastrophic effect on the region.

If none or only some of the above determinations can be met, approval of the
expansion might put a considerable number of people at risk.



Submission by Bill Cross,
mailing address: 12 Rambert Cres,
Toronto, Ont
M6S 1E6
phone: 416-766-6577 (Toronto)
705-774-9413 (Parry Sound)

Email: billcross@sympatico.ca

P.S. There is also another study done by the Ontario Cancer Registry. I will
be receiving a CD from this department in a few days. This should shed
more light on cancer rates in the target region.



August 14, 2005

(Supplement #2 to letter of July 20, 2005)

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT REQUIRE A REBUTTAL
RE MCDOUGALL TOWNSHIP LANDFILL SITE EXPANSION

I have now reviewed the latest data regarding cancer rates in Ontario. The
Ontario Cancer Registry is the source used by Stats Canada and is the source
here. The rates in this study are cancer incidence rates. Ontario has been
divided into 50 regions for comparative regional study.

In 2002, out of 50 counties and districts in Ontario, Parry Sound had the 3"
(third) highest cancer rate in the province of Ontario, with an incidence rate
of 652.8 (per 100,000). Toronto’s rate in comparison was 397.8 in the same
year. That means that residents of Parry Sound, in the year 2002, had a 64%
greater chance of contracting cancer than residents of Toronto.

In 1979 the rate in Parry Sound was 397.1, but by the mid-nineties it had
jumped to 618.7. Over the next decade it has climbed to the present rate of
652.8.

Although it was hoped that a more detailed study would show that Parry
Sound has an acceptable cancer rate when compared to other regions, in fact
the opposite is true. This more detailed view of cancer in Ontario by smaller
regions has shown that the cancer rate in Parry Sound is disturbingly high.

Re Ontario First Nations cancer rates inflating the cancer rate figures for the
Parry Sound area, a study by Marrett L. D. and Chaudhry M. (Division of
Preventive Oncology, Cancer Care Ontario) entitled Cancer incidence and
mortality in Ontario First Nations, 1968-1991 (Canada) is quoted here:
“Cancer incidence was significantly lower in FN (First Nations) compared to
the general population for all cancer (rate ratio (RR) = 0.72 for females; 0.62
for males).”

The First Nations Cancer Research and Surveillance Workshop by L.
Marrett of Cancer Care Ontario in 2003 showed the same results. The



Ontario FN rate from 1992 to 2001 was just above 200 per 100,000 while
the Ontario rate in the same period was approaching 300.

This should shed significant light on the subject of the proposed expansion
of a landfill site that is situated within 500 meters of 5 water systems
upstream from the Town of Parry Sound, as stated in the Environmental
Assessment (Vol 1, p. 102).

Submission by Bill Cross,
mailing address: 12 Rambert Cres,
Toronto, Ont
Me6S 1E6
phone: 416-766-6577 (Toronto)
705-774-9413 (Parry Sound)

Email: billcross@sympatico.ca
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT

For the Municipality of McDougall Landfili Expansion Environmental Assessment

UPON RECEIPT, PLEASE COMPLETE
BOXES/BLANK LINES AND RETURN BY FAX

TO:
Date Received Ministry of the Environment
Environmental Assessment & Approvais
Branch
& 2\ Attn: Catherine McLennon
ol /905 Special Projects Officer (A)

FAX: (416)314-8452
2 8t. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 1L5
TEL.. (416) 314-7222
catherine.mclennon@ene.gov.on.ca
Proponant: The Municipality of McDougall

Undertaking: Municipality of McDougall Landfill Expansion
First Nation: L 23\&& Q M !2‘(.._‘2
Reviewer: 2 1L Mg h QQM

1Y

Tol. No.: RE 756  235¢
FAX No.: 05 956 - 2226
Ploase check the appropriate box:

D Wae will be able to provide comments to the Environmental Assessment & Approvais Branch

by: August 5, 2005
{Comments received after this date may not be considerad in the approval process)

D We have no comments.

E We have no comments and do not require further involvernent in this proposal.

Snature
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT
For the Municipality of McDougall Landfill Expansion Environmental Assessment

UPON RECEIPT, PLEASE COMPLETE
BOXES/BLANK LINES AND RETURN BY FAX

TO:
Date Received Ministry of the Environment
Environmental Assessment & Approvals
Branch
— Attn: Catherine McLennon
8 L]
é),a/ux. ‘2-"/‘7 Special Projects Officer (A)

FAX: (416) 314-8452

2 St. Clair Avenue Waest, Floor 12A
Toronto, Ontario

M4V 1LS

TEL.: (416) 3147222
catherine.mclennon@ene.gov.on.ca

Proponent: The Municipality of McDougall

Undertaking: Municipality of McDougall Landfill Expansion
First Nation: y 'O D)
Reviewer: ' @3’\

Tol. No.: @05) 383- ad_f“) )
FAX No.: QO‘_S) Sg 3~ 25 (2(0

Please check the appropriate box:

D We will be able to. provide cornments to the Environmental Assessment & Approvals Branch
by: August 5, 2005
{Comments received after this date may not be considered in the approval process)

[E/We have no comments.

D We have no comments and do not require further involvement in this proposal.

v

Signature



SHAWANAGA FIRST NATION

R. R. #1, Nobel, Ontario POG 1G0
Tel: (705) 366-2526 * Tel: (705) 366-2576
Fax: (705) 366-2740

August 10, 2005.

Ministry of the Environment

Environmental Aséessment & Approvals Branch

Attn: Catherine McLennon
Special Projects Officer

2 St. Clair Avenue West,
Floor 12A

Toronto, ON.

M4V 1L5

TEL: (416)-314-7222
FAX: (416)-314-8452

Dear Ms. Catherine McLennon;

Re:  Municipality of McDougall Landfill Expansion

Please find attached to this letter a summary that was forwarded to my attention by:

Mr. Ray Alatalo- B.A.A., C.P.H.I.(C)
Environmental Health Officer

Health Canada

First Nations & Inuit Health Branch
402-128 Larch Street

Sudbury, ON.

P3E 5J8

Upon receipt of the document on June 20% 2005 I made a request for an intervention by
Mr. Alatalo because of his professional expertise with aboriginal communities and of the
“Federal & First Nation” relationship with Health Canada.
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Initially, we had some concerns regarding the development or use of our traditional lands
or hunting territory, such as wildlife impacts, water issues, traditional medicine plants
and other vegetation within the vicinity of the proposed waste disposal site.

We intend to contact Natural Resources Solutions Incorporated with respect to plant and
vegetation listed in the report which might clarify our concerns of flowers, plants, roots
and other vegetation for traditional purposes.

Before concluding we are aware that (Comments received after August 5, 2005 may not
be considered in the approval process) nevertheless, we strongly consider it very
important in light of bridging those gaps between area Municipal governments and area
First Nations leadership.

In the spirit of co-existence,

——

Chief Howard A. Pa/majewon

c.c. Ray Alatalo — Health Canada
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(705) 671-0760 Fax (705) 671-4112

Aug\lst 5, 2005 Your file Volre référence
Our file Nolre référence

Chief Howard Pamajewon

Shawanaga First Nation

RR#1

Nobel, ON P0G 1G0

Dear Chief Pamajewon: |

RE: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - MCDOUGALL WASTE DISPOSAL
EA FILE NO. EA 02-08-01

My apologies for the delay in responding to the above noted Environmental Assessment, but I have
reviewed the document and offer the following for your consideration.

With respect to the Scope of the project, this application is for the expansion of the existing landfill
operation within the existing boundaries of the landfill site located on McDougall Road. As such,
the significance of the undertaking is limited to the area already previously affected by aggregate
activities in the same area. The anticipated 678,738 cubic metres of waste volume represents a 25
year, uninterrupted supply of non-hazardous solid waste disposal for the municipality and it’s partner
municipalities.

The site is undergone a significant engineering assessment for surface and groundwater impact
assessment and mitigative measures are being actively monitored by the Ministry of Environment
with respect for protection of these water resources. Other natural resources such as wildlife and
significant vegetation has been outlined in the report, and the significant biological resources are
outlined within the Primary Study Area by Natural Resources Solutions Inc.. Significant vegetation
listed in the report (page 23) include:

. Leatherleaf - Chain fern/St. John’s-wort Shrub Fen
. Dry - Fresh Hemlock - Oak Mixed Forest
. Common Juniper Acidic Shrub Rock Barren Type
. Acid treed Talus Ecosite

Since I am not familiar with the value of these species with respect to traditional medicine, their

significance is raised for your review. Similarly, I would suggest that contact with the Natural
Resources Solutions Inc. (519) 725-2227 may be worthwhile for a more detailed listing of biological

Page 1 of 2

N

Canada



resources of the study area (See Appendix C - Volume II).

Overall, the report is complete in that it clarifies the validity of this proposal in lieu of other
alternatives. There are significant operational limitations to provincial landfill operations, and as was
discussed in this report, there are no other economical solutions to the landfill needs of McDougall
Township and the partner municipalities. Since your community makes us of the North Area Landfill
#9, this undertaking does not specifically affect the non-hazardous landfill needs of your community.
Nonetheless, an awareness of the project is fruitful to the protection of our natural resources, and I
have no recommendations to offer with respect to this undertaking.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned to discuss, and I will
return your copy of the reports upon my next visit to your community. Please note that public
comment this proposal are due today, and I have attached a copy of the original letter should you
wish to submit formal comments.

For healthier communities,

Environmental Health Officer
Health Canada

First Nations & Inuit Health Branch
402 - 128 Larch Street

Sudbury, Ontario

P3E 5)8

RA/mg

cc: Ralph Condotta, Sr. EHO

05-027.wpd Page 2 of 2



---—QOriginal Message--—-
From: Elizabeth Sandy [mailto:chief@moosedeerpoint. com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2005 10:22 AM
To: Kozak, Mark (ENE)
Subject: McDougal Landfill Expansion EA

Mark:

Please be advised that Moose Deer Point First Nation has no comments with respect to the
McDougal Landfill Expansion EA.

Have a great day

Elizabeth (Betty) Sandy
Chief

Moose Deer Point First Nation
3720 Twelve Mile Bay Road
P.O. Box 119

MacTier, Ontario POC 1HO

Phone: 705-375-5209
Fax: 705-375-0532

email: chiefl@moosedeerpoint.com



. Ministry Ministére
@ of the de
Environment '"Environnement
Ontario
Environmental Assessment & Approvals Branch File No. EA-02-08
identification Conversation With
Name Name
Catherine McLennon Chief William Restoule
Section Organization )
EA Project Coordination Dokis First Nation
Telephone No. Telephone No.
416-314-7222 705-763-2200
Time Date
[* ] incoming Call [ ] outgoing Call [ ]inPerson 8:30 September 1,
2005

RE: McDougall Landfill Expansion Environmental Assessment (EA)

comments.

On my behalf, Mark Kozak, a co-op student, called Dokis First Nation to see if they had any comments about the
above noted EA. A message was left by Chief Restoule on Mark’s voicemail stating that Dokis First Nation had no

Signature

Vath wht=
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